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Judging Tips – Area Audition
Scorecard Instructions for Round 1 - Singings

1. Fill out your score card correctly and completely.  Fill in the voice part and audition number at the top of the card. At the bottom of the card please write your judge number and sign your name.  Incomplete score cards will be returned to you and will cause delays in tabulation.
2. Please record a score for each cut and then total your score at the bottom of the card.
3. Do NOT give a Total Score of zero – the computer program will not recognize a score of zero.  The lowest possible score a singer may receive is a score of 1.

4. Please use a calculator.  However, do not use the calculator on your cell phone.   As per TMEA policy all electronic devices must be powered off except for the audio player used for the audition.  

5. Notice the total number of points allowed is 300.  The scorecard indicates how many points each cut is worth.
6. A “Judge’s Raw Score Assignment Form” is provided (Raw/Rank Sheet). Once you have entered the student’s score, record the singer’s number beside that score on the Judge’s Raw Score Assignment Form. You will not be able to use that score again.
7. All judging materials should only be handled by judges, monitors, and contest administrators.  Do not hand tally sheets to students or parents for delivery.

Important Reminders and Suggestions

1. Stay on time.  Make sure your hall monitor is aware of this and train them before the day begins when and how to send in the next student.

2. Be consistent with yourself as you judge.  

3. Do not converse with other judges in the room about a student’s performance.  There should be minimal discussion as it may be misconstrued or misunderstood.

4. Judges shall not repeat scores in the first round (singing round). 

5. When/if you hear the outstanding student don’t rank them so high you can’t reward an even better student later.  Leave room at the top and the bottom—there could always be a stronger or weaker singer.

6. Compare every student to the first student that auditions.  Compare each student to award the fairest number of points.

7. Remember the first person and his/her score.

8. Wrong notes, words and rhythms are major mistakes and should be judged accordingly.

9. Reward musicality, phrasing, and nuance in your comments and scores.

10. Great voices that miss notes, words or rhythms should not receive great scores.

11. Finish writing your comments and scores as the student leaves the room.

12. Please write comments.  The students have worked so hard to be here and they deserve feedback.

13. Give/write as many comments that time will allow.  Students will receive his/her scorecard from each judge.  

14. Only positive, constructive comments should be written on the score cards. If you need to make comments about a student, use the separate piece of paper.  

15. Make sure your comments match each singer’s score.

16. Judge each student equally whether they are first or last.

17. Have fun but be professional.
Important Reminders for Round 2 – Sight-reading

1. Each note and rhythm is worth one point.  The highest possible score is _________.
2. Please write comments on the score card.
3. Students will receive their score card back; however, they will not receive the judges’ melody worksheet.  
4. You may duplicate scores in the sight reading round. 
5. As per TMEA policy, a student that avoids performing the melody and only performs the rhythm should receive a score of a 1.  Hopefully this will not happen!
Concluding the audition
1. All judging materials must be returned in your packet after the audition except for your personal notes about each singer.  Panel chairs will collect your packets and deliver the judging materials to tabulations room.

2. All judges must report back to the judges holding area until the results have been tabulated, posted, and the one-hour reading period has expired.  Remember – judges may not have contact with students until the results are final.
            RESULTS FROM TODAY
1. Chairs 1-4 in all sections advance to the All-State Mixed Choir.

2.  Chairs 5-8 in the men’s sections advance to the All-State Men’s Choir.

3. Chairs 5-10 in the women’s sections advance to the All-State Women’s Choir.

4. Two alternates are also called in each section.
